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thousand francs likewise. He added that he should
have liked to see Chamillart, but that at first it would
grieve him too much: he was not to come till sent for;
he might live in Paris, and go where he liked. The
Due de Beauvilliers did all he could to escape from
carrying so harsh a message, but could only obtain
permission to let the Due de Chevreuse accompany
him.

They went to Chamillart, and found him alone,
working in his cabinet. The air of consternation with
which they entered, told the unfortunate Minister that
something disagreeable had happened; and without
giving them time to speak, he said, with a serene and
tranquil countenance, " What is the matter, gentle-
men ? If what you have to say concerns only me, you
may speak: I have long been prepared for everything."
This gentle firmness touched them still more. They
could scarcely explain what they came about. Cham-
illart listened without any change of countenance, and
said, with the same air and tone as at first: " The
King is the master. I have endeavoured to serve him
to the best of my ability. I hope some one else will
please him better, and be more lucky." He then
asked if he had been forbidden to write to the King,
and being told not, he wrote a letter of respect and
thanks, and sent it by the two Dukes, with a memoir
which he had just finished. He also wrote to Madame
de Maintenon. He sent a verbal message to his wife;
and, without complaint, murmur, or sighs, got into his
carriage, and drove to L'Etang. Both then and after-
wards he showed the greatest magnanimity. Every
one went, from a sort of fashion, to visit him. When